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RECEPTION OF A FRENCH PRIVATEER ON THE COAST OF DONEGAL, 
IN THE REIGN OF QUEEN ANNE. 



TnB following incident, so characteristic of the troubled times in which it occurred, and so nnlike 
what could happen at tne present day, is related in a Manuscript written by the Rev. Samuel Stone, 
who was rector of Culdaff in the County of Donegal for 30 years, and who died in the year 1798, at 
the age of 75. His mother was, by paternal and maternal descent, one of the Stewarts, many 
families of which name had become large grantees in that county under James I., and took a conspi- 
cuous part in the local events of the 17th century, especially in connection with the Siege of Deny. 
His long residence in the county, and his intimacy with his mother's relatives, enabled him to collect a 
great number of traditions connected with the early settlment of the Stewarts, as well as various curious 
anecdotes of the Siege, with many of the actors in which he must have been acquainted in his younger 
days. He amused himself in his latter years by reducing these traditions and anecdotes to writing 
in a MS. volume, which he entitled " Some Account of the Families of Stewart." From it the fol- 
lowing extract is taken. The reader will no doubt be reminded of the scene in " Guy Mannering," 
where the Colonel is represented as fortifying the windows of his mansion against the expected 
attack of smugglers, by barricades composed of the " Dominie's" folios : and the writer of the MS. 
may very probably have mentally drawn a parallel between the landing of the Frenchman at Horn- 
head, and the similar but more daring descent of Paul Jones on the opposite shores of Scotland, some 
ten years before he registered the occurrence. 

It is intended, in future numbers of this Journal, to insert further extracts from this curious and 
interesting MS. 

"As I have mentioned Capt. Stewart's family of Hornhead being of affinity with the Stewarts 
[Baronets] of 1623, 1 may relate a remarkable incident in this Capt. Stewart's life, w tt I heard from 
his daughter Mrs. Elwood, who was born about the year 1695. She told me that my mother's 
family and her's were related, and that when children they were educated together at the same 
boarding school, that of Mrs. Antrobus, in Dublin ; that her father was an officer in King Will 1 "'' 
army, and was distinguished for his Whig principles and zealous attachment to the Hanover succes- 
sion. During the war of Queen Ann's reign, her father, Capt. Stewart, lived at Horn-head, at wt» 
period a French privateer, cruizing on the Western Coast of Ireland, wanting a supply of fresh provi - 
sions, sent out their long-boat wta an officer and a party of sailors into the Bay of Dunfanaghy, 
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landed their men on the side of Horn-head, and proeeeded towards Capt. Stewart's house wh was 
surrounded with an high wall, and formed a court yard ab* the house, as was usual in those days. 
Capt. Stewart getting intelligence of their motions, ordered the gate of the court yard to be shut and 
secured in the best manner itw 3 admit ; he then had the windows of the house lined and filled with 
the beds and bedding to defend his family from the fire of the enemie's muskets. When the French 
officer found the gate of the court secured against the entrance of his men, he ordered some of them 
to scale the walls ; the most forward whose head first appeared above the wall, was fired at and killed • 
this checked the ardour of the rest, and obliged the officer to draw off his men, and to think of 
treating in a less hostile manner for some live stock of provisions, as he perceived the master of the 
house was prepared and resolved to defend it : he therefore sent a flag of truce to desire an interview 
with the gentleman of the house ; to wh Capt. Stewart replied he wou'd admit the officer who com- 
manded the French sailors into his garrison, provided his mon kept at a due distance ; to which terms 
the French officer consented. Capt. Stewart had fixed two of his domestics, who had been soldiers 
with him in the army, as centinels w* their old muskets on the inside of the gate : they saluted the 
French officer as he passed them, as soldiers do w th the motions of their fire-locks, which surprised 
him not a little, as their rustic dress did not correspond with their military manoeuvres. Capt. Stewart 
met the French officer in the court and invited him into his house; the Frenchman told him that his 
ship wanted some live stock for provisions, fr h put him under the necessity of coming in a hostile 
manner to require it; but if he cou'd get a smal supply he wou'd not give any further molestation to 
his house or to any other in the country. Capt. [Stewart] replied, at this season there were no fat 
cattle in the country, but that if he w d accept of a few such sheep as he had for the use of his family, 
they sh d be at his service. The French officer expressed his thanks, and while the Capt. gave orders 
for selecting a few of his best sheep for the privateer's men, some refreshm* of cold meat was brought 
to the officer, which gave him an opportunity of some conversation w tn Capt. Stewart, and of asking 
him how he had his house so well provided w th men, who seemed to know the use of fire-arms, as he 
observed from the manner his centinels handled their arms. The Capt. replied all his domestics 
were soldiers ; and to convince him thereof, as soon as he had finished his repast he w d let him see 
what use his serves cou'd make of fire-arms. When he came again into the court yard wth the 
French officer, he desired the two men, sentries at the gate, to go thro' some of the manual exercise 
of soldiers, which they did w 01 such alertness as astonished the French officer, and he acknowledged 
wth military politness they might have purchased their provisions with the loss of too many men, if 
they had attempted to take them by force from a gentleman who had such domestics to defend his 
house and property." 



